
52           LUKE and ACTS 
 

Living a Christ-Centered Life 
LESSON 9:  Christ-centered Disciples Deal with Difficulties and Challenges 

 
Questions to consider:  
1. What are the difficulties and challenges you face in your ministry life?  
 
2. What are the personal and spiritual challenges of discipleship? 
 
3. What are “people-challenges” of discipleship? 
 
Word Study Challenge (Words from the NIV)  
V.23 “Deny” 
 
V.25 “Forfeit” 
 
 
Read the following excerpts from Luke 9.  What do these passages teach about how a disciple 
must deal with difficulties and challenges? 
 
3 "Take nothing for the journey — no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4 Whatever house you 
enter, stay there until you leave that town.  
 
 
5 If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against 
them."   
 
 
 
23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25 
What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?  
 
 
 
26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his 
glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.  
 
 
 
49 "Master," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, because he is 
not one of us." 50 "Do not stop him," Jesus said, "for whoever is not against you is for you."  
 
 
 
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58 Jesus 
replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 59 
He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60 Jesus 
said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61 Still another 
said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." 62 Jesus replied, "No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."  

 


